St. Bernard Retired Teachers’ Association Meeting
September 19, 2025
Docville in Meraux, Louisiana
 
President Paul Grethel called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.                                              

Cindy Kooke gave the Invocation.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Janice Scioneaux.

Mickey Lux, the recording secretary, read the minutes of the previous meeting. Paul asked if there were any corrections or additions, and there were none. The minutes were approved as read.

Rosemary Gioia read the treasurer’s report. We had $15,125.83.    

The meeting paused while lunch was served. After the luncheon, the meeting resumed.

Paul asked us to please send our reservation for our meal by the deadline. He said he had to call three times to add more food. He mentioned that it could become a problem. He said that luckily, we had enough food for this meeting

Paul called on Kathy Martin of the Kiwanis Club to let the membership know that, thanks to the Kiwanis Club, as soon as a child is born in St. Bernard Parish, from the time they are born in St. Bernard Parish until they are five years old, they are eligible to receive a book once a month delivered to their home.

Clyde Hammer, the President of the LRTA Board, spoke to the membership. LRTA has hired a new executive director to take Rodney’s place, and his name is Paul Nelson. He is a retired superintendent. He has plans for SBRTA, especially dealing with membership and recruitment because our numbers are dwindling. He said that He is perfect person to take LRTA to the next level, and he wants to get the superintendents involved in joining. Clyde Hammer also spoke about COLA. He said that we may see a COLA between now and 2029.

Cindy Franatovich spoke about the 7.75% rate increase of our insurance and gave us handouts. She reminded us that we had until the following Friday to utilize the benefits of Catapult.

Paul reminded members to please remember to bring either school supplies or a check for him to buy school supplies to the next meeting. We go to a St. Bernard Parish school in January and then go out to eat lunch paid for by SBRTA. Carolon Craft told the membership that if anyone lives in Slidell, she can go pick up their school supplies and/or eyeglasses and bring the supplies and glasses to the meetings. She said that If you live in St. Bernard, you can bring them to the School Board, and they can save it for Paul to pick up.

Paul put a handout of members’ names and their addresses and emails on the front tables. He asked us to locate our names and check to see that the address and email are correct and then pass them around to other members to check theirs.

Paul called out the winning door prize tickets.

The drawing of the 50/50 Cash prize ticket was drawn. The winner was Betty McLaughlin, and she won $131.00.

President Paul Grethel announced that the next meeting will be held on Friday December 5 at Docville.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
  
Respectfully submitted.
 
Michaele “Mickey” Lux
Recording Secretary

